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Patrick Leigh Fermor : Wordsof Mercury: Talesfrom a Lifetimeof Travel before purchasing it in order to gage
whether or not it would be worth my time, and al praised Words of Mercury: Talesfrom a Lifetime of Travel:

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Master StorytellerBy studebhawkWords of Mercury Tales of A Life
of Travel By: Patrick Leigh Fermor A writer, a scholar, and a decorated soldier, Patrick Leigh Fermor matured on his
own effort into one of the greatest travel writers of histime. Patrick, or, Paddy, as he was known to his friends, was
really a citizen of the world. His prose style lit up the page for his readers. His mastery of language, culture, art and
history was prodigious and represented a gift of continuous wonder to us. On display here on the page were his powers
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of observation, acute in every detail. Paddy painted with words. He could describe acity, it’ s people, or the contents of
aroom with a clever prose style that jumped off the page to the everlasting delight of his readers. Patrick Leigh
Fermor was a master storyteller who brought joy and pleasure to his delighted readers. Paddy was truly a gift to us.4 of
4 people found the following review helpful. ... isworth the read if just to read his great command of the English
languageBy Alma Jeanne CarmanAnything by Fermor is worth the read if just to read his great command of the
English language.O of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy HelenwWonderful book.

A career-spanning anthology from the greatest traveler—and travel writer—of the twentieth century.The adventures of
Patrick “Paddy” Leigh Fermor, Britain’s most beloved traveler, began in 1933, when he embarked on awalk from
Holland to Constantinople—the entire length of Europe—at the tender age of eighteen. Sleeping in barns, monasteries,
and, on occasion, aristocratic country houses, the young adventurer made way his through the Old World just as
everything was about to change.Words of Mercury collects pieces from every stage of Leigh Fermor’slife, from his
journey through Eastern Europe just before the outbreak of the Second World War—described in gorgeous, meditative
detail—to his encounter with voodoo in Haiti, to a monastic retreat to Normandy to try to write a book. Also included
isthe story of one of his most well-known exploits from the war—his planned and executed kidnap of a German
general under British orders. Ever the student, “Paddy” also wrote extensively on his encounters with polymaths,
linguists, and artists all over the world.Over the course of hisillustrious lifetime, Leigh Fermor wrote several
acclaimed travel books, countless essays, translations, and book reviews, many of which are compiled in this
anthology. His unique experiences out in the world fed his insatiable curiosity and voracious appetite for scholarship.
Histales, written in asingular, elegant style, have inspired generations of writers and continue to shape the language
of travel.

"Patrick Leigh Fermor is an exquisite among travel writers." —Sunday Telegraph



