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Nigel Wheatley : Where to Watch Birds in Africa  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be 
worth my time, and all praised Where to Watch Birds in Africa: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Essential Resource for Serious BirdersBy Kenneth E. 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0691021406


ArchambaultThe biggest drawback is the dated information, so I habitually check the publication date to remind 
myself that the information is several years old. I own all the Wheatley birdfinding guides, and they follow the same 
format and have the same advantages. I first got the book for Asia, and ones realizes instantly that the information 
provided is comprehensive enough to make it worthwhile. The prices are reasonable for each book in the series. Get 
hardback copies if you can find them, because you will use them regularly. Each country gets its own chapter and 
includes sufficiently detailed maps of the country as well as lists and maps of principal birding sites. In the case of this 
Africa guide, a tiny number of minor countries are missing entries or have very scant information, but almost all 
countries have detailed coverage. This book is an excellent springboard for getting a handle on each destination. The 
author includes, for each country, valuable information on: when best to visit given the climate, number of expected 
species likely to be seen, health and safety notes, contact information (possibly dated -- I've never used any of the 
contact info), lists of specials and endemics. Together with trip reports available on the internet, all the Wheatley 
books are a good way to prepare for upcoming travels and also to cogitate on future travel destinations. One aspect I 
like a lot and continually refer to is the opening chapter, which contains informative statistics about the best birding 
sites (ranked by numbers of species), country lists with the most species, comparisons of Africa to other continents, 
etc. Sections for the major countries have much more information and pages than do sections for "minor" countries. 
All the Wheatley series could use online updates or newer, revised editions (e.g., accommodations have greatly 
increased since publication of most of the books in the series in many places). I use the Africa and Asia books 
frequently. They are usually the first place I go, before consulting trip reports and tour company information.0 of 0 
people found the following review helpful. More Information NeededBy John ValentaThe book could be expanded to 
give more detail on locations where birds could found. There is a good chance that the person buying this book will 
never take it into the field so if another edition is forthcoming it should be expanded.

Where to Watch Birds in Africa is a field guide designed to help birders and general wildlife enthusiasts organize the 
most enriching trips possible throughout this great continent. From Morocco to Madagascar, this book presents over 
200 bird-watching sites in detail and describes the species endemic to Africa. The traveler will find practical 
information on climate, transportation, accommodations, health, and safety as well as advice on a number of strategic 
questions: Where can we see birds that epitomize the continent? Which country supports the best cross-section of 
species and the most endemics? How many sites must be visited to see most of these birds? How much time do these 
trips take and when is the best time to go? Featuring over one hundred maps and fifty-one line drawings, this book is 
not only a guide but also a handy reference. Following a chapter on how to use the book, there is an introduction to the 
continent and its birds. The countries, archipelagos, and islands are then dealt with alphabetically. General 
introductions to each country are followed by site details, which include bird lists; a list of other wildlife present, if 
applicable; and the latest information on where to look for the best birds. Originally published in 1995. The Princeton 
Legacy Library uses the latest print-on-demand technology to again make available previously out-of-print books from 
the distinguished backlist of Princeton University Press. These paperback editions preserve the original texts of these 
important books while presenting them in durable paperback editions. The goal of the Princeton Legacy Library is to 
vastly increase access to the rich scholarly heritage found in the thousands of books published by Princeton University 
Press since its founding in 1905.

"Certainly the best continent-wide handbook for birders seeking Africa's avian treasures."--Choice About the 
AuthorNigel Wheatley is a professional conservationist and an ornithological consultant and author who has traveled 
extensively throughout the world in search of birds. He has written several other Where to Watch bird books published 
by Princeton. He is a founding member of the African Bird Club and the Neotropical Bird Club, as well as a member 
of the Oriental Bird Club and the Royal Society for the Protection of Birds. 


