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James W. Finegan : Where Golf Is Great: The Finest Courses of Scotland and Ireland  before purchasing it in 
order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Where Golf Is Great: The Finest Courses of 
Scotland and Ireland: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Great bookBy ms r.This is a wonderful "coffee table" style of book. 
It is really heavy, full of great pictures of golf courses in Scotland and Ireland.21 of 22 people found the following 
review helpful. Wow!By Carl E. Johnson Jr.This isn't the perfect coffee table, travel and reference book for golf in 
Scotland and Ireland, but then Tiger Woods isn't the perfect golfer either. If you've golfed in Scotland and Ireland, if 
you're planning to play in Scotland and Ireland, or if you're only dreaming of playing in Scotland and Ireland, this is 
absolutely one book that you must have. It's a steal at 's $37.80. The book includes text about and photos of a selection 
to top flight golf courses in Scotland and Ireland. James Finegan is a long-time newspaper golf writer and one-time 
low handicap golfer. He gives you his perspective on the quality of each of the courses, and describes places to stay, 
eat and visit in the vicinity of each course. You may recognize some of the text, paraphrased a bit, from Finegan's 
1996 "Blasted Heaths and Blessed Greens" [Scotland], and "Emerald Fairways and Foam-Flecked Seas" [Ireland], but 
this large format book is in no way a duplicate of those little gems. What can I say? Finegan's prose sparkles as ever, a 
joy to read regardless of whether you agree with him. The "arty" golf course photography by Laurence Lambrecht is 
spectacular. I say "arty" because the photography is really landscape photography taken on golf courses. It is not 
intended to show you exactly how the golf holes would look, for example, from straight overhead or to a golfer on the 
tee. Any negatives? Sometimes, I think, Finegan goes a little over the top in his enthusiasm for some of the courses 
(e.g., Carnoustie), maybe even a lot over the top. But who cares? Caution: this is not a book you are going to curl up 
with -- note the size of the book in pages, dimensions and weight.2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. 
Outstanding Work !By KevinIn the world's "Top 100 of golf books" this is, for me, alone at #1. We are planning our 
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fourth trip to Ireland/Scotland (3 to Ireland, the next to Scotland) and have used this book as a starting point for each. 
We have found Mr. Finegan to be most accurate in his assessments of the courses (along with the "Hidden Links" 
group), and, more importantly that he devotes the proper coverage proportionately to the proper courses. (We go for 
11 or 12 days, play between 8 and 11 courses, and may not get there again, so it is important to us to put together the 
best group of courses possible). The photographs alone make this book a bargain. There are a ton of them. They are 
full-page and they are stunning. Our sincere thanks to Mr. Finegan. Extraordinary at $38.

Every golfer who’s worth his favorite putter knows where golf is great: Scotland, birthplace of the game and still its 
most important shrine, from the splendor of St. Andrews to the regal resort at Gleneagles; and Ireland, where the links 
like Ballybunion and Royal County Down are of unsurpassed beauty and challenge. Whether golfers actually make the 
pilgrimage or arm-chair it, Where Golf Is Great is indispensable: the most luxurious, entertaining, informative, and 
exhaustive book on these most important destinations. Written by the bard of Scottish and Irish golf, it combines the 
most authoritative information with the most beautiful prose and the most stunning color photographs—an 
unsurpassed celebration of the places where golf is, indeed, great. Not only is the golf great, but so are the sights, the 
dining, the lodging—and it’s all here: the pub lunches and three-star dinners; the country-house hotels and full-service 
resorts. Jim Finegan’s singularly insightful advice includes the very best play-and-stay combinations for once-in-a-
lifetime perfect golf days, in this once-in-a-lifetime perfect golf book.

"Finegan has a gift for describing golf holes that builds them up in the reader's mind until they feel that they, too, have 
played the course being discussed . . . It's a gift that is at times so strong as to be almost unnerving, evoking in me at 
least clear mental images of courses played years ago whose details I had long forgotten . . ." “This latest book by 
noted author Jim Finegan conducts a wonderful guided tour in words and pictures of the most celebrated courses and 
clubs in Scotland and Ireland for the vast majority of golf enthusiasts who will never have the chance to visit and play 
them. It will also bring back fond memories for those, like me, who have.”—Arnold PalmerAbout the AuthorJim 
Finegan is the author of five books on golf, including Blasted Heaths and Blessed Greens and Emerald Fairways and 
Foam-Flecked Seas. He lives in Villanova, PA. 


