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Hyde Flippo : When in Germany, Do asthe Germans Do: The Clued-In Guideto German Life, Language, and
Culture before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised When in
Germany, Do as the Germans Do: The Clued-In Guide to German Life, Language, and Culture:

3 of 3 people found the following review helpful. Is nearly 16 years old. And in a country ...By Forester Markls
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nearly 16 years old. And in a country changing as fast as the unified Germany that isalot of change. Maybe be more
history than 2016 reality.167 of 170 people found the following review helpful. Those Surprising, Never Boring
German WaysBy Ron Hunka'When in Germany, Do as the Germans Do"Hyde FHippol SBN 0-8442-2553-3Hyde
Flippo has written another interesting book about German ways, for Americans planning to go to Germany. Itisa
good follow-up to "The German Way". Sometimes writers of travel books try to provide insights that turn out to be
misleading. Mr. Flippo, however, is neither travel writer nor dilettante and seems to know Germany well. The book
begins with a series of questions to test one's knowledge of things German. Despite having once lived in Germany,
having traveled there several times recently, and being particularly interested in the German language and culture, out
of thefirst ten questions, | could answer only three correctly.The German washing machine is a case in point. Any
American who has ever tried to do laundry at a German laundromat has discovered differencesin the process. For
starters, there hardly are any German laundromats. Next, a German washing machine may have atwo-hour wash
cycle, it uses hotter water, since it heats its own, and it spins the laundry to a near dry state.Regarding the German
language, Mr. Flippo cites a number of English sounding words commonly in use that Germans think are English
words, which are not. A couple of examples are "die Basecap” which means "baseball cap”, and "der Talkmaster”,
which refersto a "talk show host".Flippo touches on other "Germanisms' which | have encountered. One isthe idea
that drinking tap water is unhealthy and should be avoided. A waitress | encountered in Austria explained that
although it was okay for Americansto drink tap water that it was not good for Germans and Austrians. Germans tend
to drink bottled mineral water, and asking for tap water, "das Leitungswasser", will not uncommonly be regarded as
fairly strange behavior.Another useful thing to know isthat credit cards are not as universally accepted asthey arein
the U.S. Flippo warns that is best to never assume that a restaurant will accept your credit card. The same istrue for
smaller hotels and accommodations. As evidence, Flippo points out that although France has a population of about 58
million and Germany 82 million, 250,000 less locations in Germany accept credit cards.One of the most entertaining
chaptersin the book is about household garbage in Germany. Oneis not allowed to simply put anything in one's
garbage can. There are strict local rules for the separation of the various types of waste. Glass waste is hot to be mixed
with biodegradable waste, for example. Break the rules, and your garbage does not get picked up. By the way, the
garbage disposal is not to be found in Germany, and it isin fact illegal, due to pollution considerations.Despite

previous familiarity with Germany, | acquired new information from this book and very much enjoyed reading it.
Hopefully, in the future, Hyde Flippo will tell me some more that | do not know about the German-speaking world.0
of 0 people found the following review helpful. Dieses Buch ist grof3artig! By Peter ChanGreat book if you are
planning to visit, study, move, to Germany. Provides |ess headache when you know what to expect and are familiar
with the cultural etiquette and social unspoken rules.

Never fed like a stranger in Germany again! On entering a restaurant, should you find your own table or wait to be
seated? What is a suitable topic for small-talk with a stranger? In what circumstances might you ask to borrow ein
Handy? All these answers and more can be found in When in Germany, Do As the Germans Do, a fun and intriguing
book that teaches you about Germany's culture, language, and people. It features 120 intriguing multiple-choice
guestions that are cross-referenced to fascinating articles on pop culture, customs, behavior, history, consumer trends,
literature, tourist sights, business, language, and more. Also included are key terms and useful expressions,
informative charts, and websites for further reference.

From the Back CoverEnjoy Germany and its culture without feeling like a Dummkopf Do you want to blend in when
visiting Berlin? To feel like you belong in Bavaria? When in Germany, Do as the Germans Do makesit simple! If you
long to navigate the narrow streets of an Alpine village unnoticed or go to a movie in Munich without turning heads,
transform yourself from atypical tourist into a connoisseur of culture. With this crash course in German customs and
heritage, you'll avoid embarrassing blunders and enrich your travel experience. Packed with almost one hundred
articles, this handy collection of cultural dos and don'ts covers a broad range of topics, including food, art, pop culture,
politics, business, entertainment, home life, history, and education. In these pages, you'll find authoritative answers to
guestions such as: At arestaurant, should | find my own table or wait to be seated? What is a suitabl e topic for small
talk with a stranger in Germany? Are gas stations open on Sundays? What Goethe novel swept the world in the 1770s?
Where do Germans get their fascination with the American Wild West? Can | use an ATM card in Germany? With
light-hearted quizzes, cool Internet addresses, and up-to-date insights into all aspects of German culture, When in
Germany, Do as the Germans Do will delight everyone from students and tourists to armchair travelers and trivia
buffs.About the AuthorHyde Flippo is a German teacher, author, and online guide for the About.com site on German
language.



