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before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Vienna: A Traveler's 
Literary Companion (Traveler's Literary Companions): 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Vienna: this traveler's companion not helpfulBy William F LaMeeA 
complete disappointment. None of the stories captured a mood or spirit of Vienna. Authors are not current, many are 
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dead, thus none of the stories gives the reader a sense of present-day Vienna. Survey responses above do not apply to a 
book of this type. I did the best I could with those presented. For instance, there is no one plot in a compendium book. 
If I had a choice, I'd say Icould find no plot. Original writings may have been better, but I found the translations poor. 
I'm forcing myself to finish reading it, and hope the companion to Prague does a better job.Isabel Allende wrote the 
promo on the back cover. That gave me pause, with good reason, it turns out.0 of 0 people found the following review 
helpful. Good informationBy Dyarus84952Interesting book with good information.0 of 0 people found the following 
review helpful. Good way to prep for tripBy KathleenLoved this collection of short stories. Read it en route to Vienna 
and felt like I had a good feel for the city when I arrived.

This collection of short stories set in the crown jewel of Europe is an excellent introduction to the exceptionally rich 
contemporary Austrian literature spanning from the fin-de-siecle "dream-world Vienna" to more recent Nobel prize-
winning authors. Vienna is not only home to historic cathedrals, formal teahouses, and a sparkling café culture, but it 
is also the birthplace of new movements of thought that cover art and the human psyche. While illustrating a century 
of shifting forms and styles, these stories beautifully convey the Viennese nature and spirit.


