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Frances Mayes : Under the Tuscan Sun: At Home in Italy  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it 
would be worth my time, and all praised Under the Tuscan Sun: At Home in Italy: 

11 of 12 people found the following review helpful. A lovely bookBy ValueMaryI bought this book on Kindle because 
I loved the movie. I was surprised and initially disappointed when I realized it wasn't the same story line as the movie. 
Then, I fell in love with the writer's beautiful use of words, descriptions and love of the land. I could imagine myself 
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living in this country. I also loved the chapters with recipes. I ended up buying this copy of the book to send to a friend 
that loves the land the way this author does. 5 stars!0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. A Book That 
Lets You Share a DreamBy Marilyn KircusThis book is the story of how an American couple were able to come 
"home" to a derelict house in Tuscany. It is not a travel book but does have beautiful descriptions of the countryside. It 
is not a cookbook but gives seemingly luscious recipes that use the locally grown foods. It paints a beautiful picture of 
the people and place. It is not a gardening book but gives you an insight into gardening techniques. It will not 
especially appeal to people looking for reviews of the area with the intent to travel there.But this is one of the few 
books I remember and really enjoyed the author's turn of phrase this time around as well as imagining the foods she 
cooked and the landscaping and house refurbishing the couple engaged in over a several year period.15 of 16 people 
found the following review helpful. Almost everything I want in an engagement calendarBy California Collectors 
GroupVery pleased with this engagement calendar. Pros: 1) Weekly layout is Monday-Sunday (not Sun-Sat like in 
some), so I can keep my weekends together!; 2) Good spiral binding allows for it to open flat like a book, or fold back 
on itself; 3) Has a page with 2010, 2011 and 2012 months at a glance - very useful; 4)Each week also shows the 
monthly grid as well as the past and next months; 5) Heavy, nice quality paper; 6) Gorgeous photos; 7) 52 photos so 
you have one for every week. Cons: Could use a little more daily space to write in - the month heading takes up a lot 
of each page at the top, and the monhly grids take up a good portion of the right side of each weekly page. Would give 
this 5 perfect stars if there was a little more writing space. All in all, VERY happy with this calendar and will buy 
again.

20th Anniversary Edition with a New Afterword Twenty years ago, Frances Mayes--widely published poet, gourmet 
cook, and travel writer--introduced readers to a wondrous new world when she bought and restored an abandoned villa 
called Bramasole in the spectacular Tuscan countryside. Under the Tuscan inspired generations to embark on their 
own journeys--whether that be flying to a foreign country in search of themselves, savoring one of the book's dozens 
of delicious seasonal recipes, or simply being transported by Mayes's signature evocative, sensory language. Now, 
with a new afterword from the Bard of Tuscany herself, the 20th anniversary edition of Under the Tuscan Sun brings 
us up-to-date with the book's most beloved characters.

A New York Times Notable Book of 1997"This beautifully written memoir about taking chances, living in Italy. 
loving a house and, always, the pleasures of food, would make a perfect gift for a loved one.  But it's so delicious, read 
it first yourself."--USA Today"Irresistible...a sensous book for a sensous countryside."--Minneapolis Star-Tribune“An 
intense celebration of what [Mayes] calls ‘the voluptuousness of Italian life’ . . . appealing and very vivid . . . [The] 
book seems like the kind of thing you’d tuck into a picnic basket on an August day . . . or better yet, keep handy on the 
bedside table in the depths of January.”—New York Times Book "Armchair travel at its most enticing."--
Booklist“Mayes [has] perfect vision. . . . I do not doubt that centuries form now, whoever lives in Bramasole will one 
day uncover bits of pottery used at Mayes’ table. She has, by the sweat of her brow and the strength of her vision, 
become a layer in the history of this place.”--Los Angeles Times"After buying a rundown villa in rural Tuscany, the 
American author Frances Mayes moves to Cortona to renovate the property and learn more about the Italian dolce vita. 
Her bestselling memoir on her time there paints a vivid description of the town, the people and the lush surrounding 
countryside of rolling hills and vineyards. A poet and a gourmet cook, Mayes includes a number of chapters on food, 
replete with classic Italian recipes to further whet the appetite."--Irish TimesFrom the PublisherA New York Times 
Notable Book of 1997"This beautifully written memoir about taking chances, living in Italy. loving a house and, 
always, the pleasures of food, would make a perfect gift for a loved one. But it's so delicious, read it first yourself."--
USA Today"Irresistible...a sensous book for a sensous countryside."--Minneapolis Star-Tribune"An intense 
celebration of what [Mayes] calls 'the voluptuousness of Italian life'."--The New York Times Book "Armchair travel at 
its most enticing."--Booklist"Mayes [has] perfect vision."--Los Angeles TimesFrom the Inside FlapNow in paperback, 
the #1 "San Francisco Chronicle bestseller that is an enchanting and lyrical look at the life, the traditions, and the 
cuisine of Tuscany, in the spirit of Peter Mayle's "A Year in Provence. Frances Mayes entered a wondrous new world 
when she began restoring an abandoned villa in the spectacular Tuscan countryside. There were unexpected treasures 
at every turn: faded frescos beneath the whitewash in her dining room, a vineyard under wildly overgrown brambles in 
the garden, and, in the nearby hill towns, vibrant markets and delightful people. In "Under the Tuscan Sun, she brings 
the lyrical voice of a poet, the eye of a seasoned traveler, and the discerning palate of a cook and food writer to invite 
readers to explore the pleasures of Italian life and to feast at her table. 


