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Mark Gordon Smith : Tuscan Light, Memories of Italy  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it 
would be worth my time, and all praised Tuscan Light, Memories of Italy: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy aliceWe cannot visit Italy at this time so enjoyed the 
look at Tuscany and Italy Alice0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Mark Goes Deeper into the Heart of 
ItalyBy Paul SalsiniIn this, the second of a planned trilogy, Mark Gordon Smith shares even more of his insights and 
passions for Italy. He is clearly in love with the country, and readers will want to get on the next plane to have their 
own wonderful adventures.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. As much a tribute to Italy's refined 
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wonders as it is a travelogue and memoirBy Midwest Book ReviewThe sequel to "Tuscan Echoes: A Season in Italy", 
Tuscan Light: Memories of Italy continues author and seasoned European traveler Mark Gordon Smith's reflections 
upon the culture and society of Italy, a nation that has remained robustly stable despite tremendous modern economic 
and social upheaval. Told in first-person perspective and present tense, chapters evoke the varied sights, sounds, 
people, and flavors of the Italian nation, with a connoisseur's eye for detail and a gourmet's palate. "When Renaissance 
scribes created their manuscripts and printers made hand-printed books, they used paper created by artisans not unlike 
Anna, women and men who carry a deep passion for their craft. The culture of Italy unfolds in a special way when we 
open a leather-bound journal and write on pages that have been lovingly sewn together. Quality, time, and care all 
meet when an object of such beauty comes into our lives." As much a tribute to Italy's refined wonders as it is a 
travelogue and memoir, Tuscan Light is especially recommended for armchair travelers and anyone seeking to 
experience fond memories of a beautiful and passionate nation.

Author Mark Gordon Smith's Trilogy opened to critical acclaim in Tuscan Echoes: A Season in Italy. In Tuscan Light: 
Memories of Italy, he continues to explore the culture of a country which remains stable even in the midst of 
tremendous social and economic change. Through his lush and evocative writing he shares stories of the Italian love of 
family, history, food and wine and their never-ending passion for place and land. Tuscan Light: Memories of Italy is a 
moving and breathtaking tribute to Bella Italia, one which firmly establishes the author as one of the premier travel 
writers of our day.

Praise for Tuscan Echoes, A Season in Italy: "An articulate and attention engaging addtion to any library collection. 
Tuscan Echoes is a superb and original extended meditation on nationality and identiy." --Midwest Book 
2005Midwest Book August 2007 The sequel to Tuscan Echoes: A Season in Italy, Tuscan Light: Memories of Italy 
continues the author and seasoned European traveler Mark Gordon Smith s reflections upon the culture and society of 
Italy, a nation that has remained robustly stable despite tremendous modern economic and social upheaval. Told in 
first-person perspective and present tense, chapters evoke the varied sights, sounds, people, and flavors of the Italian 
nation, with a connoisseur's eye for detail and a gourmet's palate. When Renaissance scribes created their manuscripts 
and printers made hand-printed books, they used paper created by artisans not unlike Anna, women and men who 
carry a deep passion for their craft. The culture of Italy unfolds in a special way when we open a leather-bound journal 
and write pages that have been lovingly sewn tighter. Quality, time, and care all meet when an object of such beauty 
comes into our lives. As much a tribute to Italy s refined wonders as it is a travelogue and memoir, Tuscan Light is 
especially recommended for armchair travelers and anyone seeking to experience fond memories of a beautiful and 
passionate nation. --Midwest Books , August 2007Looking for a glorious respite? Pour yourself a glass of Chianti, put 
on an Andrea Boccelli CD in the player and pick up a copy of Tuscan Light, Memories of Italy. I guarantee you will 
be transported to a beautiful, peace filled land of grapevines, olive trees and joyful, lively, people. More than a travel 
memoir, Tuscan Light actually transports the reader to Italy the vibrant descriptions of author Mark Gordon Smith. 
Smith is a literary artist, painting scene after scene of reader delights. Signora Bianca, the trusted housekeeper 
becomes a dear friend as we learn of her life at the villa and her dedication to the grape harvest. Guido Stucchi shares 
his love of the monastery and gardens as we tour the ancient wine cellar, the kitchen where Signora de Medici led her 
cooking classes and, finally, the present day restaurant filled with the aroma of Tuscan delights. Italic y is a land that 
exudes the Love of Life and the people we meet are fine examples of this. Well written, captivating and an excellent 
way to spend and afternoon, Tuscan Light, Memories of Italy is a book for all am chair travelers. Author Mark Gordon 
Smith s first gook Tuscan Echoes; A Season in Italy was widely received with praise. He has once again created 
memorable travel/memoirs in Tuscan Light, Memories of Italy. The author lived in Italy during his early life and his 
love of this land never wavered. He now lives in North Carolina and, of course, Italy. Watch for the third book in this 
trilogy, Shelter of Italian Skies. Shirley Roe, AllBooks , July 2007 --AllBooks , July 2007About the AuthorAuthor 
Mark Gordon Smith was raised in a military family and lived in Italy during the dearly years of his life, an experience 
that fueled his later love of travel. He served in the armed forces for several years after graduating from the United 
States Military Academy at West Point in 2001, Mark moved to Florence to seek the fulfillment of a long held goal to 
practice his craft of writing. His first book, Tuscan Echoes: A Season in Italy was the product of that sojourn in Italy. 
Tuscan Light: Memories of Italy is the second volume in an anticipate trilogy. The author has traveled extensively 
throughout Europe, and for the past thirty years has focused his attention on Italy. In response to numerous requests 
from readers, he now leads small group tours in Italy, introducing to others many of the places he has describes in his 
books. Through his travel firm, Private Italy (private-italy.com), he offers these tours in the spring and fall of each 
year. Mark divides his writing time between the coast of North Carolina, the town of Creede, Colorado and his 
beloved Italy. 


